Writing at St. Joseph’s

[bookmark: _GoBack]The programmes of study for writing at key stages 1 and 2 are constructed into:
Transcription - This includes spelling and handwriting. See appendix 1 for spellings.
Composition - This includes articulating ideas and structuring them in speech and writing
 
Year 1 
Spelling - Children will be taught words using the containing each of the 40+ phonemes taught, common exception words and days of the week. They will name the letters of the alphabet and use spelling rules for prefixes –s –es un- -ing –ed –er and -est.
Composition - children are encouraged to compose a sentence orally before writing it, leading to the sequencing sentences to form short narratives. They need to reread a sentence to check that it makes sense and will have opportunities to share their writing with the teacher and their peers.
 
Year 2 
Spelling Children are taught to spell by segmenting words into phonemes and spelling these using the correct letters to create these sounds, including the use of homophones. They will continue to learn the common exception words and words with contracted forms (we’ll, I’ll). They will add suffixes to support the spelling of longer words, including –ment -ness –ful -less –ly. Capital letters and digits will be of the correct size in relation to lower-case letters, with spacing between words reflecting the size of the letters.
Composition - children will learn how to write for different purposes, including narratives about personal experiences and those of others (fictional). They will also write about real events and poetry. Like year 1, they will discuss what they will write about before starting but will now plan using key words to support their ideas. They will also proof read for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation.
 
Year 3 and 4 
Spelling -  Children will build on their knowledge of prefixes, suffixes and homophones. They will learn the possessive apostrophe in words with regular and irregular plurals.
Composition - children will discuss and record ideas before beginning a piece of writing, with a growing awareness of the expected structure, vocabulary and grammar for a genre of writing. Writing is developed through richness of language, creating characters and settings within narratives, and using a wider variety of sentence structure. Across a range of writing, children will begin to organise paragraphs around a theme.
 
Year 5 and 6 
Spelling - Children will learn how to apply their growing knowledge of root words, prefixes and suffixes both to read aloud and to understand the meaning of new words.
Composition - Children will focus on identifying their audience for their writing, selecting the appropriate form, using other writing as a model for their own. In narratives, they will describe characters, settings and atmosphere, integrating dialogue to convey character and advance the action. They will create cohesion within and across paragraphs, using a wide range of devices.

